These paragraphs begin three stories, a love story a western and a horror story. Complete the paragraphs using the past continuous or the past simple of the verbs in brackets.
1. It was midnight and I was alone in the house. Outside it was raining (rain) very hard. I ………………….. (get) ready to go to bed when I suddenly heard a strange noise outside my room in the corridor. Then, when I looked at the door, I noticed that someone ……………………….. (turn) the handle! I ……………………….. (rush) over to the door and quickly ……………………….. (turn) the key in the lock. Then I ……………………….. (ask) in a trembling voice, “Who is it?”
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2. It was early evening and it ……………………….. (begin) to get dark in the surgery of Doctor Nigel Harris. The young, handsome doctor ……………………….. (stand) looking sadly out of the window when there was a quiet knock at the surgery door. The door ……………………….. (open) and Dr Harris ……………… round to see the young girl who had just entered the room. She was very beautiful. With a sad smile the doctor ……………………….. (ask). “Are you the new nurse?”

3. I ……………………….. (sit) in the big chair in Ransom’s barber’s shop at the time. Ransom ……………………….. (cut) my hair with his big pair of scissors when we heard the sound of horses outside. The noise was so loud that we ……………………….. (go) over to the window to look. Through the window we could see at least twenty gunmen riding into town. Henry immediately ……………………….. (go) over to his desk and ……………………….. (put) on his gun and Sheriff’s badge.
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              These paragraphs begin three stories, a love story a western and a horror story.
              Complete the paragraphs using the past continuous or the past simple of the verbs in brackets.
(i) It was midnight and I was alone in the house. Outside it was raining (rain) very hard. I ………………….. (get) ready to go to bed when I suddenly heard a strange noise outside my room in the corridor. Then, when I looked at the door, I noticed that someone ……………………….. (turn) the handle! I ……………………….. (rush) over to the door and quickly ……………………….. (turn) the key in the lock. Then I ……………………….. (ask) in a trembling voice, “Who is it?”

(ii) It was early evening and it ……………………….. (begin) to get dark in the surgery of Doctor Nigel Harris. The young, handsome doctor ……………………….. (stand) looking sadly out of the window when there was a quiet knock at the surgery door. The door ……………………….. (open) and Dr Harris ……………… round to see the young girl who had just entered the room. She was very beautiful. With a sad smile the doctor ……………………….. (ask). “Are you the new nurse?”

(iii) I ……………………….. (sit) in the big chair in Henry’s barber’s shop at the time. Henry ……………………….. (cut) my hair with his big pair of scissors when we heard the sound of horses outside. The noise was so loud that we ……………………….. (go) over to the window to look. Through the window we could see at least twenty gunmen riding into town. Henry immediately ……………………….. (go) over to his desk and ……………………….. (put) on his gun and Sheriff’s badge.
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When James Bond got back to his hotel room it was midnight. His windows were closed and the air-conditioning was on. Bond switched it off and opened the windows. His heart was still thumping in his chest. He breathed in the air with relief, then had a shower and went to bed. At 3.30 he was dreaming, not very peacefully, of the three black-coated men with red eyes and angry white teeth, when suddenly he woke up. He listened. There was a noise. It was coming from the window. Someone was moving behind the curtains. James Bond took his gun from under his pillow, got quietly out of bed, and crept slowly along the wall towards the window. Someone was breathing behind the curtains. Bond pulled them back with one quick movement. Golden hair shone silver in the moonlight. 'Mary Goodnight!' Bond cursed. 'What the hell are you doing here?' 'Quick, James! Help me in!' she whispered urgently. Bond put down his gun and tried to pull her through the open window. At the last moment her foot caught in the curtain and the window banged '5 shut with a noise like a gunshot. Bond cursed again. Mary Goodnight whispered, 'I'm terribly sorry, James!'
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'Sh! Sh!' said Bond, and quickly led her across the 30 room to the bathroom. He turned on the light and the shower. They sat down on the side of the bath.

Bond asked again. 'What the hell are you doing here? What's the matter?'
'James, I was so worried. A "Most Immediate" 35 message came from HQ this evening. A top KGB man, using the name Hendriks, is staying at this hotel. I knew you were looking for him, but he knows you're here. He's looking for you!'
'I know,' said Bond. That man's here all right. So 40 is a gunman called Scaramanga. Mary, did HQ say if Hendriks has got a description of me?'
'No, he hasn't. You were just described as secret agent James Bond.'
'Thanks, Mary. Now I must get you out of here. 45 Don't worry about me, just tell HQ that you gave me the message, OK?'
'OK, James.' She stood up and looked into his eyes: 'Please take care, James.'
'Sure, sure.' Bond turned off the shower and 50 opened the bathroom door. 'Now, come on.'
A voice came from the darkness of the bedroom:

This is not your lucky day, Mr Bond. Come here both of you. Put your hands behind your necks!'
Scaramanga walked to the door and turned on the 55 lights. His golden gun was pointing directly at James Bond.

Comprehension check
Use your dictionary to check vocabulary where necessary.

Are the following statements about the text true or false? Say why.

1 James Bond felt frightened and worried when he got back to his hotel room.

2 A manwithagunwokeBondat3.30a.rn.

3 Bond was very pleased to see Mary Goodnight.
4 Bond's gun went off while he was pulling Mary through the window.

5 Mary and James talked in the bathroom because they thought it was safer there than in the bedroom.

6 Hendriks knew that Bond was in the hotel.

7 Bond didn't know that Hendriks was looking for him.

8 Mary Goodnight likes James a lot.

9 James helped Mary get out of the hotel.

Vocabulary and grammar work
1 The following verbs appear in the text in their Past Simple form. Find them in the text and write them next to the base form.

have had        breathe        wake take              creep          shine whisper           put            try catch             lead           sit know             give           stand

Which ones are irregular?

2 Make a list of all the parts of the body you can find in the text.

Speaking
Use the pictures to retell the story in your own words. Begin like this:

When James Bond got back to his hotel, he...
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