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Transition sıgnals
Transitions are like traffic signs ("STOP," "TURN LEFT") that direct a reader's and listener’s attention. Here is an example. The phrase "in addition", “besides” appears frequently in English because these words are the signs that one idea will be added to another. In writing and speaking, we use many signs or transitions in order 


1) to add information; 
2) to show effect or result; 
3) to give an example; 
4) to contrast ideas; 

5) to summarize ideas, and so on.

CONNECTING SIMILAR IDEAS
(More points to the same topic)
When we want to link similar ideas, we can use these transitions signals. 

Additionally…



Also…


Apart from this/that…



Besides…



Furthermore…
In addition…
In addition to (to this/that)…

Moreover…

What’s more…
…

And




And then

Besides

Too




Equally important,


Further,

Again 

In the first place, 


Secondly, 

Thirdly, 

Finally,

To start/begin with,


In the second place,
In the third place, 
Lastly, 
First of all, 



Second, 




Last of all,
First,
Firstly,

All of these expressions almost always come at the beginning of the sentence. They are always followed by a comma (,).
Additionally
Additionally... 
It can be followed by a comma or it may also be used after subject or helping verb. 

Additionally, we requested a technician to set up the new system from the company.
ALSO
Sarah speaks perfect English. She also speaks German and Italian.

I'm cold, and I'm also hungry and tired.
She's a photographer and also writes books.

Living in a big city offers job opportunities. Also, it provides good educational opportunities. (opportunity: possibility, chance 
provide: give, supply)

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

AND
Last night, we went out for a dinner and a movie.

That house isn't big enough for us, and it's too expensive.

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Apart from + noun

Apart from computers, cell phones are also very useful.
Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Apart from + gerund (v-ıng)

Apart from spending more time with children, parents should understand them well.

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

APART FROM THIS/THAT

Computers are very useful for our jobs. Apart from this, we can also use them for e-mailing.
Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Besides 
Besides doing the exercises, we will also do homework.

Computers are very useful for our jobs. Besides/Apart from this, we can also use them for e-mailing
My father plays football and basketball besides tennis. Or
(In addition to tennis, my father plays football and basketball.)

Besides/in addition to Istanbul, I would like to visit Konya and Bursa in Turkey.
I prefer buying fruits and vegetables in the open market because they are very cheap there. Besides, they are much fresher. 
Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Furthermore: 

He is old and unpopular. Furthermore, he has only two years of political life.

To prepare her homework, Fatma went through different history books. Furthermore, she took notes from several encyclopedias. (go through: search, look for, seek)
We can go to the Turkish restaurant - it's high-quality furthermore it's very cheap.

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

In addition

Mehmet writes short stories. In addition, / ; in addition, he writes articles for a popular newspaper. 
During her spare time,  Merve practices the piano. In addition, she plays the violin. 

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

In addition to +noun/gerund
I want to visit Topkapı Palace in addition to Blue Mosque. 
In addition to his movie work, he is known as the world heavyweight boxing champion in 1999.

In addition to writing, I also enjoy rock climbing.

The woman in addition to his seven children is leaving. 

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

What’s more

Some dishes in Ayso are very delicious. And what's more, they are clean.
The painting of our new house is beautiful and what’s more, we painted it ourselves. 

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

moreover
John plays football. Moreover, he works at a restaurant. 

Ali does not have a gift for music. Moreover, he lacks motivation to practice music. 
Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

First-Secondly - Thirdly
Owning a car has some advantages. First/first of all/Firstly/To begin with, it gives you comfort. Secondly, it saves you a lot of time. Thirdly, it gives you great freedom of movement. 
Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


A. 



Advantages of Watching Television 

TV is a good teacher for everyone for several reasons.  For example, there are several programs for preschool children, such as Sesame Street and Tarchın and his friends. These are well-organized programs that teach children to count and to say the alphabet. They also have interesting characters that they tell stories and sing songs. Moreover, television has different kinds of programs for students. When I was a high school student, there were many kinds of learning programs, like foreign language and math education programs. These programs help students with their studies. Furthermore, there are some programs for adults about how to garden, how to make delicious dishes, how to fix things around the house and so on. In conclusion nowadays, television teaches us all kinds of things.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

B. 




Advantages of Using Cell Phone

The biggest advantage of using a cell phone is that you can find somebody easily. Also, when somebody wants to reach you, he can get in touch with you by touching on several buttons. In addition, you can carry it easily. Furthermore, cell phones are not only used for communication, but they are also being used for taking pictures, listening to music, playing games, getting onto the internet, and so on.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Practice 1:  Fill in the blanks with appropriate/suitable transition words. 

a. 



Educating Children at Home
There are certainly some advantages of educating children at home.  …………………, they can learn at their own speed. …………………, they can spend more time on the subjects that they can find difficult. …………………, it is easier for them to concentrate because they don't have the distraction of noisy classmates. …………………, they learn more in a one-to-one situation, as they get the full attention of the teacher. 

Distraction: something that stops you paying attention; pause, break
One-two-one: between only two people

Attention: listen/think/look carefully



Advantage: benefit, help, 

b. 



Advantages of Using Cell Phone
The most important advantage of cell phone is that you can almost use everywhere without cable or electricity. …………………, by using mobile phone, you can communicate with everyone. …………………this, if there is important situation such as an accident or meeting with someone, you certainly need mobile. …………………, you can get access the internet by using a cell phone. Recently, in the world the most common communication way is SMS. Cell phones include this system, by this way you can communicate with someone cheaper than normal calling. 
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PRACTICE 2: Complete the sentences. 
1. Being able to speak a foreign language is very useful when abroad. Furthermore, ………………….……
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. I work hard at school every day. Moreover, ……………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. In addition to teaching, he……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. This new equipment will be very expensive to set up. Furthermore, ……………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(equipment: tools, utensils  set up: organize, make)
5. Some medicines can have powerful side effects. Besides, ……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Supplementary/extra exercise: Put the sentences in order. Then write them into a meaningful paragraph.
TV Violence
1. Furthermore, when something unpleasant comes on, they should not let the children see violent shows, and change the cannel or turn off the TV set. 

2. Moreover, sometimes characters get hurt or killed in movies; therefore, parents should point out that they do not always reflect the real.

3. Parents can protect children from too much TV violence in the following ways. 

4. Finally, it is better to explain what is wrong what is right with the programs. 
5. Second, they can set limits on the amount of time they spend with the television. 

6. They, for example, can watch some of the programs with them. 

7. First of all, they should pay attention to the programs their children are watching. 
(Protect: keep, take care of, look after set: place, put amount: total point out: show reflect: tell, show)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

CONNECTING opposıte IDEAS
(Making Contrasting Points)

When we want to link opposing ideas, we use the following transitions.
Although
But


Contrary to


Despite

Even though 
However

In contrast to


In spite of 




Nevertheless
Nonetheless

On the other hand

Though



Unlike

Whereas

While

Although...  Even though... though
Although, Even though: These 2 expressions have the same meaning as in spite of/despite, but are used slightly differently.
Although/Even though it was raining, we played football outside.

We played football outside although/even though it was raining.

No goals were scored, though it was an exciting games. 

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

In spite of... 
Despite... (in spite of/ despite: although, even though)
In spite of, Despite: These 2 expressions have the same meaning. They can be used either in the beginning or middle of a sentence, and they must be followed by a noun or a gerund.

In spite of/Despite the rain, we played football outside . (noun)

We played football outside in spite of/despite the rain. (noun)

In spite of/despite studying for 3 days, Tom still failed the exam.(gerund)

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

On the other hand... 

This expression DOES NOT mean ‘also’!! It is used to introduce 2 contrasting points. It can be at the beginning of a sentence (followed by a comma) or right after the subject (between 2 commas).
Jake likes swimming. On the other hand, Tom prefers running. (contrasting 2 sports)
Cell phone is a very useful technology. Computers, on the other hand, have a negative effect on society. (contrasting advantages and disadvantages of 2 types of technology)
Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Nevertheless...  Nonetheless... (nevertheless /nonetheless: however, but)
Nonetheless, Nevertheless: These words can be used either at the beginning of a sentence, or after a subject and verb.

Computers have many disadvantages. Nevertheless/Nonetheless they are necessary in our lives.

Despite many disadvantages of computers, they are nevertheless/nonetheless quite useful.

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

While... 

While: This word has 2 different uses: The first is to show 2 things happening at the same time: 

I cooked while Eric cleaned.

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

The second use is to show contrast:

While some parents choose private school for their children, others think public school is the best.

Some people prefer to drive to work, while others choose public transportation.

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

In contrast to 

In contrast to the hot days, the nights are bitterly cold. 
Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

IN CONTRAST

The government spends a lot of money on defense. In contrast, they do not spend enough money on education. 

Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

However... 

There were many social and sport activities in Turkey’s agenda last year. However, some of them could not be put into action.

However, if your paragraph is very long, it is a good idea to use a concluding sentence. 
Your sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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Practice 1:  Fill in the blanks with appropriate/suitable transition words. 

- in conclusion - in contrast – also -  although – moreover – on the other hand
Two English Teachers
There are both some similarities and differences between my old English teacher in high school and my present English teacher. Both my English teachers control the class well. If a student makes trouble in the classroom, we are all responsible and had extra work. This makes the student unpopular (alone, without friend) and nobody wants to be unpopular. …1……………………….., both my teachers know their subject well. They both make sure we know the rules of the language very well. …2………………………..my teachers have these similarities, they also have differences on these same points. When a student is always troublesome in class, my old teacher would go to the parents because my school is small and everybody would know each other in the city. …3……………………….., my present teacher sends the troublesome student to a counselor. Then the counselor sends the students to the assistant principal and so on. …4……………………….., the way my two teachers teaching method of English is different. My teacher back home would teach us a rule of grammar and then give examples. …5……………………….., my present if we need a rule we work it out from the examples, teacher gives us examples first. …6……………………….., both my English teachers with their similarities and differences are excellent teachers.
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PRACTICE 2: Join the sentences by using transition signals. (However, but, although, also, on the other hand, and….)
1. Car racing is an expensive sport. It’s thrilling. (thrilling: exciting)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Football is a very popular sport all over the world. It can sometimes be dangerous. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Tennis is amusing. It is not popular in Turkey. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4.    Fishing is cheap. It’s relaxing. ………………………………………………………………………………………………
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 PRACTICE 3: Complete the sentences. 
1. Despite big crowds,  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………
2. Even though he's 24 now,  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
3. Wagner was a Nazi supporter. Nevertheless,  …………………………………………………………………………………………
4. In contrast to last year,  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. Even though I feel nervous,  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6. Although the world’s population is rising fast, ……………………………………………………………………………………

7. Although he is not a handsome man, ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Nevertheless, air traveling is still the safest way of transport.
9. War is never welcome; nonetheless, ………………………………………………………………………………………………………
                   (welcome: pleasant, acceptable)
SUPPLEMENTARY EXERCISES:
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Practice 4:  Fill in the blanks with given words in the parenthesizes. Then copy it exactly.
A microwave is a form of energy that travels in high frequency waves. …1………………… (Although/In short) we cannot see microwaves; we can easily observe how they affect objects. …2………………… (On the other hand/For instance) microwaves penetrate food in microwave ovens. …3………………… (As a result/In addition), the food is cooked. Microwaves are used in both radar and telecommunications …4………………… (as well/however). …5………………… (To summarize,/Yet) microwaves are a part of modern life.
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Practice 5:  Fill in the blanks with given words. Then copy the essay exactly.
First of all – Firstly – First


In addition - Moreover - Furthermore

So- As a result – Therefore 

However – On the other hand – In contrast

In conclusion – To sum up – On the whole – 
The advantages and disadvantages of living in the country.

Living in the country is often the secret dream of certain city-dwellers. ………………… (1), in reality it has both its advantages and disadvantages. 

There are many advantages to living in the country. ………………… (2), you are much closer to nature and can enjoy more peace and quiet. ………………… (3), life in the country is much slower and people tend to be more open and friendly. A further advantage is that there is much less traffic, and as a result it is much safer place to bring up young children. 

………………… (4), there are certain drawbacks to life outside the city. ………………… (5), because there are fewer people, one has a smaller number of friends. ………………… (6) entertainment, particularly in the evening, is difficult to find. Furthermore, the fact that there are fewer shops and services often means that there are fewer employment opportunities. ………………… (7), one may have to travel long distances to work elsewhere, and this can be extremely expensive. 

…………… (8), it can be seen that the country is more suitable for some than others. ………………… (9), it is often the best place for those who are retired or who have young children, ………………… (10), young, single people who are following a career and who want some excitement are better provided for by life in the city. 

Country: countryside, countryside; land not in towns
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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ANSWER KEY:
a. 



Educating Children at Home
There are certainly some advantages of educating children at home. First, they can learn at their own speed. Second, they can spend more time on the subjects that they can find difficult. What is more, it is easier for them to concentrate because they don't have the distraction of noisy classmates. Finally, they learn more in a one-to-one situation, as they get the full attention of the teacher. 

Distraction: something that stops you paying attention; pause, break
One-two-one: between only two people

Attention: listen/think/look carefully



Advantage: benefit, help, 

b. 



Advantages of Using Cell Phone
The most important advantage of cell phone is that you can almost use everywhere without cable or electricity. First of all, by using mobile phone, you can communicate with everyone. Beside this, if there is important situation such as an accident or meeting with someone, you certainly need mobile. Furthermore, you can get access the internet by using a cell phone. Recently, in the world the most common communication way is SMS. Cell phones include this system, by this way you can communicate someone cheaper than normal calling. 
Supplementary/extra exercise
TV Violence

Parents can protect children from too much TV violence in the following ways. First of all, they should 
pay attention to the programs their children are watching. They, for example, can watch some of the 
programs with them. Second, they can set limits on the amount of time they spend with the television. Moreover, sometimes characters get hurt or killed in movies; therefore, parents should point out that they do not always reflect the real. Furthermore, they should not let the children see violent shows, and change the cannel or turn off the TV set. Finally, it is better to explain what is 
wrong what is right with the programs.
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Practice 1:  Fill in the blanks with appropriate/suitable transition words. 

- in conclusion - in contrast – also -  although – moreover – on the other hand

Two English Teachers
There are both some similarities and differences between my old English teacher in high school and my present English teacher. Both my English teachers control the class well. If a student makes trouble in the classroom, we are all responsible and had extra work. This makes the student unpopular (alone, without friend) and nobody wants to be unpopular. 1 Moreover, both my teachers know their subject well. They both make sure we know the rules of the language very well. 2 Although my teachers have these similarities, they also have differences on these same points. When a student is always troublesome in class, my old teacher would go to the parents because my school is small and everybody would know each other in the city. 3 In contrast, my present teacher sends the troublesome student to a counselor. Then the counselor sends the students to the assistant principal and so on. 4 Also, the way my two teachers teaching method of English is different. My teacher back home would teach us a rule of grammar and then give examples. 5 On the other hand, my present if we need a rule we work it out from the examples, teacher gives us examples first. 6 In conclusion, both my English teachers with their similarities and differences are excellent teachers.

[image: image10.png]


Practice 4:  Fill in the blanks with given words. Then copy the essay exactly.
A microwave is a form of energy that travels in high frequency waves. (Although/In short) we cannot see microwaves, we can easily observe how they affect objects. (On the other hand/For instance) microwaves penetrate food in microwave ovens. (As a result/In addition), the food is cooked. Microwaves are used in both radar and telecommunications (as well/however). (To summarize,/Yet) microwaves are a part of modern life.
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