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This debate can easily be carried out between the men and women in the class, or those who believe the statement is true and those who do not. Another variation is based on the idea that having students support opinions that are not necessarily their own during debates can help improve students fluency. In this manner, students pragmatically focus on correct production skills in conversation rather than striving to "win" the argument. 

Aim: Improve conversational skills when supporting a point of view 

Activity: Debate about the question of whether men and women are truly equal. 

Level: Upper-intermediate to advanced 

Outline: 

· Review language used when expressing opinions, disagreeing, making comments on other person's point of view, etc. (See work sheet) 

· Write a few ideas on the board to encourage discussion of the equality between men and women: the workplace, the home, government, etc. 

· Ask students if they feel that women are truly equal to men in these various roles and places. 

· Based on students' responses, divide groups up into two groups. One group arguing that equality has been achieved for women and one that feels that women have not yet attained true equality to men.Idea: Put students into the group with the opposite opinion of what they seemed to believe in the warm-up conversation. 

· Give students worksheets including ideas pro and con. Have students develop arguments using the ideas on the worksheet as a springboard for further ideas and discussion. 

· Once students have prepared their opening arguments, begin with the debate. Each team has 5 minutes to present their principal ideas. 

· Have students prepare notes and make rebuttal to the expressed opinions. 

· While the debate is in progress, take notes on common errors made by the students. 

· At the end of debate, take time for a short focus on common mistakes. This is important, as students should not be too involved emotionally and therefore will be quite capable of recognizing language problems - as opposed to problems in beliefs! 

Men and Women - Equal at Last?

You are going to debate whether women are finally truly equal to men. Use the clues and ideas below to help you create an argument for your appointed point of view with your team members. Below you will find phrases and language helpful in expressing opinions, offering explanations and disagreeing. 

Opinions, Preferences: 

I think..., In my opinion..., I'd like to..., I'd rather..., I'd prefer..., The way I see it..., As far as I'm concerned..., If it were up to me..., I suppose..., I suspect that..., I'm pretty sure that..., It is fairly certain that..., I'm convinced that..., I honestly feel that, I strongly believe that..., Without a doubt,..., 

Disagreeing: 

I don't think that..., Don't you think it would be better..., I don't agree, I'd prefer..., Shouldn't we consider..., But what about..., I'm afraid I don't agree..., Frankly, I doubt if..., Let's face it, The truth of the matter is..., The problem with your point of view is that... 

Giving Reasons and offering explanations: To start with, The reason why..., That's why..., For this reason..., That's the reason why..., Many people think...., Considering..., Allowing for the fact that..., When you consider that... 

Yes, Women Are Now Equal To Men.
· Many governments have both male and female representatives. 

· Many companies are now owned or managed by women. 

· A lot of progress has been made since the 1960s. 

· Television series now portray women as successful career makers. 

· Men now share in the raising of children and household responsibilities. 

· Many important laws have been passed to ensure equality in the workplace. 

· In many places, a married couple can choose whether the man or the women takes leave from work to look after the newly arrived baby. 

· People aren't discussing equality anymore. It has become a reality. 

· Have you ever heard of Margaret Thatcher? 

Excuse Me? Women Still Have A Long Way to Go Before They Are Equal To Men.
· Women still earn less than men in many work situations. 

· Women are still portrayed in a superficial manner in many television shows. 

· Look at international sporting. How many professional female leagues are as successful as their male counterparts? 

· Most governments still are made up in their majority of men. 

· We are having this debate because women are not equal. Otherwise, there would be no need to discuss the matter. 

· Women are often not given enough responsibility based on the possibility that they might become pregnant. 

· The amount of sexual harassment suits have increased over the past 10 years. 

· Hundreds of years of history can't have been changed in a mere 30 odd years. 

· Have you ever watched Bay Watch? 
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When employing role-plays, debates, topic discussions, etc., I have noticed that some students are often timid in expressing their viewpoints. This seems due to a number of reasons: 

· Students don't have an opinion on the subject 

· Students have an opinion, but are worried about what the other students might say or think 

· Students have an opinion, but don't feel they can say exactly what they mean 

· Students begin giving their opinion, but want to state it in the same eloquent manner that they are capable of in their native language 

· Other, more actively participating students, feel confident in their opinions and express them eloquently making the less confident students more timid 

Pragmatically, conversation lessons and exercises are intended to improve conversational skills. For this reason, I find it helpful to first focus on building skills by eliminating some of the barriers that might be in the way of production. Having been assigned roles, opinions and points of view that they do not necessarily share, students are freed from having to express their own opinions. Therefore, they can focus on expressing themselves well in English. In this way, students tend to concentrate more on production skills, and less on factual content. They also are less likely to insist on literal translations from their mother tongue. 

Implementing this approach can begin slowly by providing students with short role plays using cue cards. Once students become comfortable with target structures and representing differing points of view, classes can move onto more elaborated exercises such as debates and group decision making activities. This approach bears fruit especially when debating opposing points of view. By representing opposing points of view, students' imagination are activated by trying to focus on all the various points that an opposing stand on any given issue may take. As students inherently do not agree with the view they represent, they are freed from having to invest emotionally in the statements they make. More importantly, from a pragmatic point of view, students tend to focus more on correct function and structure when they do not become too emotionally involved in what they are saying. 

Of course, this is not to say that students should not express their own opinions. After all, when students go out into the "real" world they will want to say what they mean. However, taking out the personal investment factor can help students first become more confident in using English. Once this confidence is gained, students - especially timid students - will be more self-assured when expressing their own points of view. 

Lesson Plans 

Speaking Lessons at esl.about.com 

Conversation Lesson: Multinationals: Help or Hinderance? 
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Getting students to talk about the differences between the past and present is a great way to get students using a variety of tenses and cementing their understanding of the differences and time relationships between the past simple, present perfect (continuous) and present simple tenses. This exercise is quite easy for students to understand and helps to get students thinking in the right direction before beginning the task. 

Aim: Conversation lesson focusing on the use of the past simple, present perfect and present simple tenses 

Activity: Drawing diagrams as a support for conversation in pairs 

Level: Intermediate to advanced 

Outline: 

· Give students the example below or draw a similar example on the board. 

· Read through the example sentences showing the relationship between the two circles ('life then' and 'life now'). 

· Ask students why you used the various tenses (i.e. past simple, present perfect (continuous) and present simple (continuous). 

· Have students draw two circles. Each circle should have 'me' at the center with a universe of friends, hobbies, relationships, etc. surrounding. One circle is drawn for the past and one drawn for 'life now'. 

· Students break up into pairs and explain their diagrams to each other. 

· Walk around the room and listen to the discussions, take notes on the most common mistakes made. 

· As a follow up, go through the most common mistakes made by the students to focus on the problems they are still having with certain tenses (i.e. using the present perfect instead of past simple for definite past). 

Life Then - Life Now

Look at the two circles describing 'life then' and 'life now'. Read the sentences below describing how the persons life has changed. 
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· In 1994, I lived in New York. 

· Since then, I have moved to Livorno where I have been living for the past five years. 

· In 1994, I had been married to Barbara for four years. Since then, we have had our daughter Katherine. Katherine is three years old. 

· Barbara and I have been married for ten years. 

· I used to play squash twice a week when I lived in New York. 

· Now I play tennis twice a week. I have been playing tennis for over a year. 

· My best friends were Marek and Franco in New York. Now my best friend is Corrado. 

· I loved going to the opera in New York. Now, I love going to museums around Tuscany. 

· I worked at the New York Association for New Americans for two years in New York. 

· Now I work at the British School. I have been working there for over four years. 

Draw two circles of your own. One describing life a few years ago and one describing life now. Once you have finished, find a partner and describe how your life has changed over the past few years. 

Life Then and Life Now - printing page 

Back to lessons resource page 
	Then and Now 
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Getting students to talk about the differences between the past and present is a great way to get students using a variety of tenses and cementing their understanding of the differences and time relationships between the past simple, present perfect (continuous) and present simple tenses. This exercise is quite easy for students to understand and helps to get students thinking in the right direction before beginning the task. 

Aim: Conversation lesson focusing on the use of the past simple, present perfect and present simple tenses 

Activity: Drawing diagrams as a support for conversation in pairs 

Level: Intermediate to advanced 

Outline: 

· Give students the example below or draw a similar example on the board. 

· Read through the example sentences showing the relationship between the two circles ('life then' and 'life now'). 

· Ask students why you used the various tenses (i.e. past simple, present perfect (continuous) and present simple (continuous). 

· Have students draw two circles. Each circle should have 'me' at the center with a universe of friends, hobbies, relationships, etc. surrounding. One circle is drawn for the past and one drawn for 'life now'. 

· Students break up into pairs and explain their diagrams to each other. 

· Walk around the room and listen to the discussions, take notes on the most common mistakes made. 

· As a follow up, go through the most common mistakes made by the students to focus on the problems they are still having with certain tenses (i.e. using the present perfect instead of past simple for definite past). 

Life Then - Life Now

Look at the two circles describing 'life then' and 'life now'. Read the sentences below describing how the persons life has changed. 
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· In 1994, I lived in New York. 

· Since then, I have moved to Livorno where I have been living for the past five years. 

· In 1994, I had been married to Barbara for four years. Since then, we have had our daughter Katherine. Katherine is three years old. 

· Barbara and I have been married for ten years. 

· I used to play squash twice a week when I lived in New York. 

· Now I play tennis twice a week. I have been playing tennis for over a year. 

· My best friends were Marek and Franco in New York. Now my best friend is Corrado. 

· I loved going to the opera in New York. Now, I love going to museums around Tuscany. 

· I worked at the New York Association for New Americans for two years in New York. 

· Now I work at the British School. I have been working there for over four years. 

Draw two circles of your own. One describing life a few years ago and one describing life now. Once you have finished, find a partner and describe how your life has changed over the past few years. 

Life Then and Life Now - printing page 

Back to lessons resource page 
	Using Modal Verbs to Problem Solve - Discussing a Difficult Situation 

	[image: image9.png]





This lesson focuses on the use of modal verbs of probability and advice in the past tense. A difficult problem is presented and students use these forms to talk about the problem and offer suggestions for a possible solution to the problem. While the focus is on the past forms of modal verbs of probability and advice (i.e., must have been, should have done, etc.), it also serves as a great starting point for a discussion of issues that are sure to be hotly debated. 

Aim: Use of past forms of modal verbs of probability and advice, reasoning, discussing difficult issues 

Activity: Reading comprehension, problem analysis, conclusions and critical judgments 

Level: Upper-intermediate to advanced 

Outline: 

· Review past forms of modal verbs of probability and advice (see http://esl.about.com/library/grammar/blmodalprob.htm for more information) 

· Ask students to read the following short excerpt concerning a woman who has lost her job in rather dubious circumstances. 

· Split students into small groups. 

· Ask students to complete the sheet including Facts, Conclusions, and Judgment. Point out that they should use modal verbs of probability or advice when appropriate (i.e., must have been, should have done, etc.). 

· Once students have reached their decisions, have a class debate asking the various groups to share and debate their opinions. 

· Continue the conversation by asking students to think of similar situations that they have heard of or been involved with. 

A Difficult Situation

Janet was employed as a graphic designer at a very successful advertising company. She had worked there for two years, when she was offered a promotion to become head of the graphic solutions department. She was obviously very happy when she heard of her promotion. However, she was also rather concerned as she had also recently found out that she was pregnant. In the past, other women who had had children had found it difficult to continue working full time. Later that day, she asked her husband what he thought she should do. He felt that she should first accept the promotion and then, a few months later, tell her employers about her pregnancy. In this way, her husband felt, she would not jeopardize her promotion. Janet wasn't so sure this was a good suggestion, as she felt that it might be dishonest of her to not let her employers know about the change in her condition. She telephoned her best friend, who had also had the same problem previously, and asked for her advice. Cheryl, her best friend, asked her if she felt that she would be able to continue working as hard after the birth of her child as she had been working up to that point in time. Janet assured her that this was the case and so her friend told her to trust her husband's judgment. 

A few months later, Janet told her employers about her pregnancy. At first, they congratulated her on her pregnancy and wished her all the best. Over the next few weeks, she felt that her workload was slowly increasing to the point the she could not handle the amount of work required of her. She scheduled an appointment with her boss, and presented her dilemma to him. He said that he felt for her, but that, because of a recent increase in sales accounts, he could do nothing about the increased workload. Disappointed, Janet went back to work and did her absolute best to keep up with the work. Unfortunately, the workload just continued to grow. Later that month, she received a call from the personnel department and was told to come speak to the personnel director. The personnel director told her that, due to her inability to keep up with the demands of her job, they were going to have to let her go. Janet couldn't believe what she was hearing. She asked him why, if a few months earlier they had promoted her for her excellence, they had now decided to let her go. It seemed ridiculous. He said that he was truly sorry, but that they had no other choice and asked her to gather her things and leave. 

Fill in the following chart based on what you have read: 

	PROBLEMS (REAL FACTS) 
	CONCLUSIONS ABOUT THE PROBLEM 
	JUDGMENTS AND ADVICE 

	1.
	1.
	1.

	2.
	2.
	2.

	3.
	3.
	3.

	4.
	4.
	4.

	5.
	5.
	5.

	6.
	6.
	6.

	7.
	7.
	7.

	8.
	8.
	8.


"A Difficult Situation" Printing Page 

Back to lessons resource page 
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IN 

Use 'in' with spaces: 

· in a room / in a building 

· in a garden / in a park 

Use 'in' with bodies of water: 

· in the water 

· in the sea 

· in a river 

Use 'in' with lines: 

· in a row / in a line 

· in a queue 

AT 

Use 'at' with places: 

· at the bus-stop 

· at the door 

· at the cinema 

· at the end of the street 

Use 'at' with places on a page: 

· at the top of the page 

· at the bottom of the page 

Use 'at' in groups of people: 

· at the back of the class 

· at the front of the class 

ON 

Use 'on' with surfaces: 

· on the ceiling / on the wall / on the floor 

· on the table 

Use 'on' with small islands: 

· I stayed on Maui. 

Use 'on' with directions: 

· on the left 

· on the right 

· straight on 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

In / at / on the corner 

We say 'in the corner of a room', but 'at the corner (or 'on the corner') of a street' 

In / at / on the front 

· We say 'in the front / in the back' of a car 

· We say 'at the front / at the back' of buildings / groups of people 

· We say 'on the front / on the back' of a piece of paper 

Test Your Understanding 

Now that you have studied the use of on / at / in as a preposition of place, try the follow-up quiz to test your understanding. 

Prepositions of Place Quiz 

Study other prepositions
