PAST and PRESENT

Interview your grandparents

1. When were you born?

2. Were you born in a hospital or at home?

3. Did you live in the city or in town?

4. How was your house? Can you describe it?

5. Did your family have big family? Can you give some information about them? 

6. Can you describe your mum and dad? 

7. What were your favorite games and activities?

8. Did you go to school? Did you like it?

9. When did you start going to school?

10. Where was the school?

11. How did you get to school?

12. Did you have to walk to school?

13. What did you learn at school?

14. Did you have to study hard at school?

15. Did you have to do exams?

16. What else did you use to do at school?

17. Did you have to go to school in the afternoon?

18. How old were you when you left school?

19. Why did you leave school?

20. Why didn’t you go to school?

21. Did you have a bicycle when you were a child?

22. Did you get any presents when you were a child? 

23. When did you get presents?

24. What sort of presents? Tell me about a present you remember

25. Did you have a radio or TV?

26. When did you get your first radio/TV?

27. When you were a teenager, what time did you have to be home at night?

28. Which are the main differences between children now and then?

Work 

29. When did you start to work?

30. What was your first job?

31. How did you get to work?

32. What time did you use to get up in the morning?

33. What time did you finish work?

34. What did you use to do after work?

35. Did you use to work on Saturdays?

36. And on Sundays?

37. Tell me about some important news or facts that happened when you were young

38. How old were you when the Spanish Civil War started?

39. Did you take part in it? In which party?

40. Did you use to travel when you were young?

41. Where did you go? Which countries or towns did you visit?

42. Did you have to travel to another country to work there?

43. Which country did you go to?

44. What difficult things did you have to do when you were young?

45. Which are your best memories?

46. Which are your worst memories?

47. Can you tell me about the three most memorable events in your life?

Adult life

48. When did you get married? How old were you?

49. Did you have a wedding travel? How many children did you have?

50. Which were your priorities when you were young?

51. Which are the main differences between life when you were young and life nowadays?

52. Have you accomplished what you wanted in life?

53. What advice would you like to give me?

1. Where and when were you born? 
· What do you recall about your childhood? 
· Where did you live and go to school? 
· How long did you attend school? 
· What do you remember best about your parents? 
· What did you and your siblings do in your spare time? 
· Did the family move around quite a bit? 
· What is your favorite childhood memory? 
· Did your family have any special traditions? 
· Are there any family recipes that are particularly special? 
· Are there any heirlooms that have been passed down from one generation to another? 
· When did you leave home? 
· Why did you leave and where did you go? 
· Did you have a favorite aunt/uncle? 
· How did your life change when you left home? Did you feel grown up? Were you a little scared? 
· When did you get married? 
· How did you meet your spouse? 
· Which significant historical events have taken place during your lifetime? 
· Were there wars, natural disasters, or political changes? 
· How did these events affect you? 
· Who was (is) your favorite president? 
· How was your life different after the war? 
· What did your parents do for a living? 
· Did your mother work outside the home? 
· Was your family financially comfortable? 
· How old were you when you got your first job? 
· What jobs have you had during your life? 
· Which job was your favorite? 
· What physical characteristics do people in your family share? 
· Which family member do you resemble?
· Did you know your grandparents or great-grandparents? 
· What were their names? 
· Where did they live? 
· Why did they move from one location to another? 
· What part did religion play in your family? 
· What church did the family attend? 
· Were you very religious? 
· Did you go to religious services on a regular basis?

