Read this magazine article to find out why a man who played a hero in the movies is a real-life hero today.
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 A Real –Life Hero

Everyone knows Superman. He's a comic book hero. He can do things that ordinary people can't do. And most people know Christopher Reeve. He's the actor who played Superman in four movies. As Superman, Reeve could fly. He could see through walls. He had the strength of one hundred men, and his enemies could not defeat him. These movies were very popular, and for most people Christopher Reeve was Superman— until May 26, 1995.

On that day Reeve was in a horse-jumping competition. His horse couldn't jump over a hurdle, and Reeve fell. He injured his spinal cord very badly. Now he is paralyzed—he is not able to move any part of his body below his neck. He cannot write, walk, or even feed himself. A machine helps him breathe. He is able to talk, but his voice is often difficult to understand.

What kind of life does Reeve have after this terrible accident?   Does he spend his time feeling sorry for himself? No. In fact, he's still a very busy man. He still acts in films and directs them. Most importantly, he makes speeches and raises money for the study of spinal cord so injuries. He has also started a research center.
Reeve today
Reeve has brought hope to other people who are paralyzed. He speaks to people all over the country with similar injuries. He tells them that they can still have useful Lives, and he explains his idea of what makes a hero. According to Reeve, a hero is an ordinary person who can find the strength to continue even with serious problems.
Christopher Reeve has made some progress with special exercise. He has recovered some feeling in his left leg and parts of his left arm. Although doctors think that he will always be paralyzed,
Christopher Reeve still has hope for the, future. Researchers may find a cure for spinal cord injuries. Reeve believes that he might even walk again. And who knows? For so this real-life hero, nothing is impossible.
competition: a contest or an athletic event
cure: something that makes a sick person healthy
defeat: to beat someone in a fight or battle
enemy: a person who hates or wants to hurt somebody
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hurdle: a fence or wall that horses jump over in a race 
spinal cord: a system of nerves in the back that connects the brain to other parts of the body
AFTER YOU READ
Write T for true or JF for false for each statement.
1. ........ Christopher Reeve was not famous before his accident.
2. ........ Christopher Reeve is still a busy man.
3. ........ Christopher Reeve gives hope to people with spinal cord injuries.
4. ........ The doctors think Christopher Reeve will walk again.
5. ........ Christopher Reeve doesn't believe that ordinary people can be heroes.
6. ........ Christopher Reeve feels positive about the future.
(Grammar Sense 2 p57)
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